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At Lakeland Supply Inc., company president Vince Schmidt encourages employees to work no longer than a 40-hour work-week.  In fact, he has been known to send people home if they are working too late. 

"We try to work hard during work hours because people have family and other things going on in their lives," Schmidt said. "I feel, and the company feels, that there has to be a balance in life, otherwise an employee's work suffers as well. Between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., we get it done."

Schmidt's personal priorities are the foundation of the environment at Lakeland. Faith first, family second, job third. Schmidt said his Christian faith leads the business in a different way than a typical set of business ethics could.

According to Schmidt, business is not about a model, but about how you treat others, whether they are employees, existing clients or potential customers.

"Our Christian background, our belief that faith comes first, makes you look at life differently," Schmidt said. "It can be challenging to live that motto, and there are definitely business pressures leading you in a different direction. You are not always going to be right, but if you try to live to a higher power, that's all you can do."

Schmidt said Lakeland Supply has proven to itself that if the workplace is safe and employees are happy, that feeling is extended to customers, and business growth comes more easily.

-Elizabeth Gelderman, Small Business Times




�








Lakeland Supply, Inc.


N8 W22380 Johnson Drive
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Honorable mention for 


11-99  employee category


Founded: 1986


Trade: Distributor of packaging supplies, packaging paper and janitorial supplies


Employees: 26











